ACCESS AND CONNECTIVITY
1. Preferential Access to International
Markets
El Salvador is an export platform to reach major markets thanks to the
broad network of trade agreements with 42 countries in the Americas,
Europe and Asia. Together they represent a potential market of 1.2
billion consumers. These agreements provide flexible rules of origin,
and the elimination or major reductions in import tariffs.
Within the region, El Salvador has been a leader in negotiating trade
agreements with strategic partners:
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These industrial parks stand out for their strategic location
and easy access tocompetitive infrastructure: they are near
the capital and other major cities and close to world-class
highways, airports and ports.
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4. Modern Infrastructure

Source: PROESA

2. Strategic Location
It takes a short flight (2-5 hours) from El Salvador International Airport
to reach major cities in North and South America. El Salvador
International Airport serves as the regional hub of Avianca Airlines.
Cargo transportation also benefits by the country’s proximity to main
maritime trade routes.
The country’s modern port and airport infrastructure allows
manufacturing companies to carry out their logistical operations
efficiently.
Likewise, in the context of international services, El Salvador is on U.S.
Central Standard Time (CST, GMT -6). This makes El Salvador’s location
ideal for offshore business services.

3. Availability of Industrial Land
El Salvador has free zones designed for companies engaged in the
production and export of goods or services. These industrial parks
provide companies with the necessary services to operate efficiently,
and offer attractive tax incentives to investors (for more information,
see Section III of this guide, Legal Framework and Incentives).

The Global Competitiveness Report 2019 of the World Economic Forum
places El Salvador among the nations with the best infrastructure in the
region. In Central America, El Salvador ranks in the 1st place in road
connectivity index and 2nd place in infrastructure.
El Salvador provides adequate infrastructure for trade facilitation that
not only offers road connectivity but also constantly improves the
cross-border trade experience. In 2018, the country ratified its
incorporation to a customs union with Honduras and Guatemala. This
union turns the crossing points into customs offices of transit allowing
companies to mobilize merchandise and carry out business freely,
nimbly and efficiently. Some of the benefits from this union are time
reductions in logistics, operating cost reductions, productive chains
integration, and joint production unification.
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El Salvador has a versatile port infrastructure able to respond to the
needs of freight services effectively.
Main ports:
Port Acajutla: Located in the western region of the country
Port La Unión: Located in the eastern region of the country and
showcases as one of the most important and modern in Central
America.
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Source: World Economic Forum. Rank out of 141 countries.

a) Highway Network
The country enjoys a modern and efficient road network that connects
its main cities and offers a rapid and easy access to the rest of the
region.
El Salvador main highways:
Panamerican Highway
Litoral (Coastal) Highway
Longitudinal del Norte (North Longitudinal) Highway

b) Airports

d) Electricity
The Salvadoran electricity market is the most open in the region. Its
legal framework promotes a competitive market with private
participation in the generation, distribution and sale of electricity.
Besides that, El Salvador has an institutional structure suitable for the
development, regulation and operation of the electricity market.
Companies performing electricity distribution in El Salvador

El Salvador International Airport
El Salvador International Airport (AIES – SOARG) is one of the largest
and most modern in the region. It operates as Avianca’s hub for Central
America. Other airlines from South and North America, and Europe also
operate in this airport.
Classified as Category 1 by
the
Federal
Aviation
Administration (FAA).
Direct access to 28 routes of
origin and destination in 14
countries

Strategic location allows
year-round operations
3.4 million passengers
and 26.7 thousand tons
of
cargo
annually
mobilized.

Fuente: CEPA (2018)

International airlines operating in El Salvador

e) Telecommunications
El Salvador has become one of the most dynamic and connected
countries in the region. El Salvador ranks in the 15th position out of
140 evaluated economies in the mobile-cellular telephone
subscriptions index of the ICT Adoption pillar in the Global
Competitiveness Report 2018.

2.26 million internet
users

147 mobile lines per
inhabitants
9.44 million mobile lines

Main telecommunications operators
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